
Ysgol Alexandra - Curriculum Rationale 



 

Ysgol AlexandraħDesigning our Curriculum 
Phase 1: Principles and Purposeħ Vision, Aims and our Context for the Curriculum for Wales. 

Our aim in this phase was to determine the intent of our curriculum, really unpicking that key question, ĨWhy are we here?ĩ We began by exploring the 4 purposes as a staff 
team. We worked through processes of unlocking and understanding, relating and communicating, and developing and  embedding them into our curriculum. As time went 
on all stakeholders including members of the local community contributed to the re-imagining of our vision and aims.  
 

Phase 2: Entitlement and Enrichment ħ Alexandraĩs Curriculum, Key CfW elements and Non-Negotiables.   

This phase was about developing our pupil offer. After pinning down our principles and purpose, we explored what we were all about and what our children really needed. 
What we teach was an important conversation, however the why we teach and how we teach were things we wanted to get right first.  We thought about what our  
interpretation of curriculum was and how these aligned with the Curriculum for Wales elements. We developed some key non-negotiables: important components that we 
wouldn't leave to chance. We also decided on ways in which we could enrich and enhance learning experiences and developed an Enhancement calendar to guide Ysgol  
Alexandra through this.  
 

Phase 3: Breadth and Balance  ħ The AoLEs and Curriculum Planning  

AoLEs have been fully explored by our teachers, taking into account provision that works and what needs to chance.  The Statements of What Matters are explored through a 
range of themes, projects and Wonder Weeks and often make links to other AoLEs. 
 

Phase 4: Pedagogy  ħ Teaching at Ysgol Alexandra and  Formative Assessment 

We have developed a strong vision for teaching and learning at Alexandra, which incorporates the 12 pedagogical principles and assessment for learning. These pages ex-
plain how we teach and demonstrates how our pedagogy realises some of the key CfW elements.  
 

Phase 5  ħ Assessment and Progression  ħ How Alexandra Assess Progression 

Learner progression along a continuum of learning from ages 3 to 16 is central to the CfW. We will utilise a wide range of assessment strategies to judge how well children 
are progressing. Professional dialogue and data analysis will support each and every child to make progress.  
 

Phase 6  ħ Review, Evaluate and Refine   ħ What works and what needs developing? 

We will regularly use various methods to assess impact on teaching and learning and make any necessary changes to to further improve.   



 Unlocking and understanding  

Together, stakeholders participated in a series 
of workshops, questionnaires and discussions 
about the 4 purposes.  

In turn, the 4 purposes were explored in detail: 
evaluating the current provision; what we would 
expect to see or hear; how we value them; and  
how might we evaluate progress.  

 

Our school is a , and  haven, where learning is an 

. Individual strengths are nurtured and built upon, resulting in , 

, and members of society, well equipped for our rapid changing world. 

 

¶ Everyone feels and as  
individuals;  

¶ Everyone develops a for life; 

¶ Everyone is given the opportunity to develop their Literacy,  

Numeracy and ICT skills to ; 

¶ Everyone promotes the use of ; 

¶ Everyone is and . Positive behaviours 
and attitudes are expected; 

¶ Everyone has of themselves and others; 

¶ Everyone contributes a , where learning 
inside and outside the classroom is exciting and meaningful; 

¶ Everyoneĩs voice is heard and opinion is valued; 

¶ Everyone has a within our Alexandra  
family, the local community, Wales and the wider world; 

¶ Everyoneĩs health and well-being is nurtured through caring  

. 

The Four Purposes are at the heart of our vision and were an important influence 
on our curriculum design. Our journey began with the Four Purposes: everyone 
was involved in the process of unlocking and understanding, relating and  
communicating, and developing and  embedding them into our curriculum, so 
that our children learn and grow to be the best they can be.  

Principles and Purpose - Our Vision and Aims 

  Relating and communicating 

Staff and governors discussed how each of the 4 
purposes related to our school. We considered 
what each purpose meant and reimagined our 
vision and aims.   

The supporting statements for each purpose 
were rephrased, so that our children could read, 
understand and comprehend them thoroughly.   

Developing and embedding 

Fun and exciting Topics are planned to teach 
and develop each of the 4 purposes. These are 
also developed through whole school and phase 
assemblies.  

The children learn skills, acquire knowledge and 
gain experiences that allow them to explicitly 
realise the Four Purposes. 

V. *!? ,Aĭ 



Principles and Purpose - Context 

School Partnership Programme self evaluation and improvement 

 

Affiliated with Coleg Cambria  Chester, Bangor and Glyndwr Universities 

Ysgol Alexandra opened in 1910. In 2000, a new school building was            
constructed and extended further in 2015. There has been a dramatic rise in 
pupil numbers. In 2014/15, 283 pupils were on roll. Pupil numbers have      
increased year on year.  

Being a city centre school provides many opportunities which the children can 
walk to and easily access to enhance the school curriculum.  

Children visit the local library and swimming baths weekly   

Throughout the year enhancement visits also take place to:  

¶ Local sport venues (Wrexham AFC and Queensway Stadium)   

¶ Educational sites (Cluster schools, Secondary schools, Coleg Cambria 
and Glyndwr University)   

¶ Arts & Culture Venues (Ty Pawb, Wrexham Museum, Stiwt Theatre, Grove Park 

Theatre and X-plore)   

¶ Parks (Erddig and Acton Park)   

¶ Local businesses (Care homes, Guild Hall, ASDA and Tesco)   

¶ Places of worship (Parish Church, Grosvenor Road Mosque, St Giles Church, 
Trinity Presbyterian Church and St Maryĩs Cathedral) . 
 

Forest 
Schools 

 ¶ (13 mainstream and 5 resourced provision) with an intake of 45 per year group 

¶ 2 Nursery classes; operating a morning and afternoon session. 

¶ Foundation Phase consists of: 2 Reception classes and three mixed aged classes, year 1/2. 

¶ Junior Department consists of: 6 mixed aged classes. three year 3/4 and three year 5/6.  

¶ 2 Resourced Provision classes, for children with social and communication difficulties. 1 Junior 

Resources Provision and 1 Foundation Phase Resourced provision. 

¶ 3 classes in Wrexham Assessment Centre. 2 classes for children with complex needs and 1 foun-

dation phase resourced provision for children with profound learning difficulties.   

¶ Most class sizes are  and nearly all classes have at  

¶ 77 members of staff in totalħ14 full time and 5 part time teachers 

¶ 7 SLT members; 3 with teaching responsibilities 

¶ 5 HTLAs  

¶ Extensive CPD opportunities, both external and inhouse  development programmes  

¶ Strong relationships with parents, outside agencies and cluster schools 

¶ Good community links with businesses, organisations and other  educational establishments 

¶ Robust governing body involved in school life 

First school in 
North Wales to 

recruit Mini  
Police 

 

¶ on roll aged between 3 - 11  

¶ 185 boys on roll (52%) 

¶ 171 girls on roll (48%) 

¶ 304 pupils in our mainstream setting 

¶ 20 pupils in RP and 32 pupils in WAC 

¶ 126 pupils eligible for  

¶ 81 children who speak  

¶ 4 pupils who are or who have SGO or family arrangements 

 

Glossary 

WACħWrexham Assessment Centre    EALħEnglish as an Additional Language  FSMħFree School Meals  LACħLooked After Children 



Entitlement and Enhancement - Curriculum Principles 

 

A school curriculum is a plan for everything 
that children do at school. It says what they should learn,  

how they should learn and the reasons why they should learn.  

The curriculum at Ysgol Alexandra has been designed by our teachers to meet 
the needs of our children and to prepare them with the skills to thrive in future  

education and employment. 

 Our curriculum is planned so that learning experiences help our children realise the aims 
of the new curriculum. They are known as the Four Purposes.  Every experience a child has 
at Ysgol Alexandra has the Four Purposes at the core: this ensures that our children are  

the most ambitious, enterprising, ethical and healthy citizens they can be.  

At Ysgol Alexandra, we believe that children learn best when they:  

¶ are happy and feel safe;  

¶ are interested, motivated and hold high expectations of themselves; 

¶ given tasks which they understand and match their ability;  

¶ and are challenged, stimulated and feel confident to ask for help. 

The Five Ways to Wellbeing support our children to have the right mindset, 
build a positive environment and underpin all aspects of our curriculum. 
They form strong foundations and help children realise the Four Purposes.   

Examples of unpicking the Four Purposes can be seen in the appendices.  
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īWe recognise that education is the biggest way we can positively impact our childrenĩs  
futures and society.Ĭ 

We use the term Ĩeducationĩ in its most broad sense: this means more than just academic results.  It includes our 
childrenĩs intellectual development, social and emotional development, citizenship and responsibility, happiness and 
success.  Our curriculum is effectively designed so that firm foundations in English, Mathematics and ICT are secured,  

developing a growing excellence in other Areas of Learning and Experience. Our children will develop a love of  
learning whilst creating beautiful work, expertise, fascination and wonder.  

Excellent teaching is essential in helping our children realise the Four 
Purposes. Our learning environments are safe and stimulating: children 
take risks, make mistakes and learn together with a positive mindset.  

Teachers plan exciting, progressive and challenging lessons, meeting the 
needs of every child in their class. Children harvest their knowledge of 
topics and subjects in order to influence and lead their own learning. 

Considering the 12 Pedagogical Principles, teachers choose the most 
appropriate method to teach the lessons and make consistent use of  
Assessment for Learning strategies to tailor and reshape teaching.   

The curriculum at Ysgol Alexandra introduces children to a wide range of 
skills, knowledge and experiences through the 6 Areas of Learning and 
Experience (AoLE). Each AoLE is allocated sufficient time relevant to the 

childrenĩs age and abilities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our curriculum encompasses the Statements of What Matters: they are 
explored in a way that relates to our childrenĩs lives now and in the future.  
Learning experiences are delivered to match our childrenĩs individual 

needs and aptitudes, reflecting the Principles of Progression.  

The mandatory curriculum elements have been woven into our curriculum, 
so that Ysgol Alexandra provide memorable and rich opportunities for 
high quality learning and wider personal development and well-being.  



Entitlement and Enhancement - Curricular Responsibilities 

Mandatory curriculum elements 

These elements are an essential part of our curriculum: we have carefully considered 
them throughout the design process and our school policies detail our intentions.   

We have ensured these mandatory components are structured and well embedded 
into our curriculum. English and Welsh are taught discreetly, whilst RVE is taught 
through themes and projects. Children are taught, at an appropriate level, about 
RSE Nursery to Year 6.  

Cross-curricular responsibilities 

We recognise that basic literacy, numeracy and digital skills are key in unlocking 
learning in all other areas of the curriculum. These skills are known as the cross-
curricular responsibilities: they are embedded into our curriculum and underpin  
the Four Purposes.  

Teachers ensure that children are given every opportunity to develop skills they 
have learnt in previous lessons and apply them in other AoLEs. They will: 

¶ use listening, reading, speaking and writing skills; 

¶ use numbers and solve problems in real-life situations; 

¶ use a range of ICT to help them function and communicate effectively and 
make sense of the world. 

Cross-cutting themes 

Our curriculum incorporates opportunities for 
children to learn and consider cross-cutting 
elements. They allow children to consider 
local, national and international 
contexts as well as developing an 
understanding of relationships 
and sexuality education, human 
rights education and diversity, 
and careers and work-related  
experiences. 

When appropriate, children explore 
the cross-cutting themes through their 
topics or projects. Sometimes,  teachers 
plan discreet lessons or assemblies. Diversity 

Creativity and  
Innovation 

Planning and  
Organising 

Critical Thinking  
and Problem  

solving 

Personal  
Effectiveness 

Integral skills 

To ensure our children realise the Four Purposes, 
rich, broad and high quality lessons are planned,  
which encourage them to develop essential  
life-long learning skills, such as: 

¶ Inquire, explore, create and share.  
Linking experiences, knowledge  
and skills.   

¶ Question and evaluate information.  
Identify and solve problems. 

¶ Develop emotional intelligence, confidence 
and independence. Evaluate and discuss  
learning and celebrate mistakes.  

¶ Set goals and reflect and discuss their progress.  

Religion, values and Ethics (RVE) 

Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) 

Welsh 

English 

Mandatory 
elements 

 Welsh provision 

With 23% of children speaking English as an additional 
language and the remainder speaking English at home,  
we predominantly teach through the medium of English. 
However, we make significant use of the Welsh language 
from as early at Nursery class. 

Children celebrate Wales and the Welsh  
language, culture and heritage through their work and 
the principles of the language continuum is incorporated 
into our curriculum. Residential visits to Nant BH and 
Glan-llyn are also available to our children.    



Entitlement and Enhancement - Non Negotiables 

 

At Ysgol Alexandra we 
believe that learning should be  

an exciting adventure. We enrich and  
broaden our curriculum through many  

different experiential learning opportunities. 
These experiencescontribute to our childrenĩs 

aspirations and develop their personal and social 
skills.  

This page outlines our non-negotiables, aspects 
of our curriculum that are vitally important  

in ensuring our vision is realised.  
 

SAP 

 
At Ysgol Alexandra,  

everyone is empowered to develop  
and take on leadership responsibilities.  
This creates a love of learning: it boosts 

confidence and self-esteem, and encourages  
everyone to be ambitious and aspirational.    

Play Therapy 

Speech &  
Language  
trained 

Unearthing 
trained 

Lego Therapy 
trained 

Forest School 
Accreditation 

Being outside 
in the fresh air and learning  

outdoors is something that we  
feel passionately about. In addition  

to taking learning outside, every class  
benefits from a weekly Forest School session. 

Childrenĩs physical, mental and spiritual  
health are enhanced, and their personal and 
social communication skills are developed. 

   

Mantle of the 
Expert 

Whole School 
Projects 

Creativity  
improves mood and cognitive  

function, boosts self-esteem and  
alleviates stress and anxiety.  

Our half term topics allow opportunities for 
cross curricular learning across the whole 

school. These Topics encourage creativity and 
innovation. They also adopt an integrated  

approach, which empowers children 

 and adults to build resilience,  

creative-confidence 
and social-emotional skills.       

 
Inclusivity is at the  

heart of Ysgol Alexandra. We ensure 
that everyone is heard and that no child 

is missed. Teachers invest the time in getting 
to know our children really well, so that their  

needs are met through a personalised curriculum. 

Our Universal Provision includes: whole class 
teaching, quality differentiation and scaffolding, 

collaboration, and individual and small group  
interventions.  

We will sustain strong relationships with our 
families and community, and continue to 

work closely with outside agencies 
and professionals to support 

our children. 

Pivotal  
trained 

 
A healthy body and  

a healthy mind helps us learn and  
grow into confident, resilient and caring  
citizens.  Everybodyĩs physical and mental 

health is important to us: by investing the time  
in building strong relationships means that we 

solve problems and overcome challenges together. 

The Five Ways to Wellbeing are a golden thread 
throughout our curriculum.  

 

 

   

Dion Griffiths 2022 



Breadth and Balance - AoLEs 

 

Creating combines skills and 
knowledge, drawing on the 

senses, inspiration and 
imagination 

Responding and reflecting, 
both as artist and audience, 

is a fundamental part of 
learning in the expressive 

arts. 

Exploring the expressive arts 
is essential to developing 

artistic skills and knowledge 
and it enables learners to 

become curious and creative 
individuals. 

Our decision-making impacts 
on the quality of our lives 

and the lives of others. 

How we process and respond 
to our experiences affects our 
mental health and emotional 

well-being. 

Developing physical health 
and well-being has lifelong 

benefits. 

Our natural world is diverse 
and dynamic, influenced by 

processes and human  
actions. 

Events and human  
experiences are complex, and 

are perceived, interpreted 
and represented in different 

ways. 

Enquiry, exploration and 
investigation inspire curiosity 

about the world, its past, 
present and future. 

Expressing ourselves through 
languages is key to  

communication. 

Understanding languages is 
key to understanding the 

world around us. 

Languages connect us. 

Geometry focuses on 
 relationships involving 

shape, space and position, 
and measurement focuses on 
quantifying phenomena in 

the physical world. 

Algebra uses symbol systems 
to express the structure of 

mathematical relationships. 

The number system is used to 
represent and compare 
relationships between  

numbers and quantities. 

The world around us is full of 
living things which depend 
on each other for survival. 

Design thinking and  
engineering offer technical 
and creative ways to meet 
societyĩs needs and wants. 

Being curious and searching 
for answers is essential to 

understanding and  
predicting phenomena. 

Informed, self-aware citizens 
engage with the challenges 
and opportunities that face 
humanity and are able to 

take considered and ethical 
actionΦ 

Human societies are complex 
and diverse, and shaped by 
human actions and beliefs. 

Statistics represent data, 
probability models chance, 
and both support informed 
inferences and decisions. 

Computation is the  
foundation for our digital 

world. 

Forces and energy provide a 
foundation for  

understanding our universe. 

Matter and the way it  
behaves, defines our universe 

and shapes our lives. 

Healthy relationships are 
fundamental to our  

well-being. 

How we engage with social 
influences shapes who we are 
and affects our health and 

well-being. 

Literature fires imagination 
and inspires creativity. 

Each AoLE has a series of key concepts. 
These are known as the Statements of What Matters: they 

focus on things that matter to our children now and in the future.  

They support our children to think about what they are  learning and help  
them see how topics link to each other, to work and to life. Essentially, the  

Statements of What Matters help join up the dots. 

Teachers use the Statements of What Matters to plan stimulating learning experiences. 
Throughout their time at Ysgol Alexandra, every child will be given the opportunity to 
explore the  Ĩbig ideasĩ and key concepts set out in the Statements of What Matters and 
as they progress through school, they will revisit these in more detail, increasing their 

knowledge, broadening their experiences and mastering skills. 

Groups of teachers make up our AoLE teams, working collaboratively 
to develop each AoLE: ensuring a coherent understanding of the 

Statements of What Matters. 

Our AoLE groups are given time to meet and complete important 
tasks, which drive forward our new curriculum. They work together to  
review Welsh Government guidance, access  training, plan and deliver 

staff meetings, and conduct learning walks and treasure hunts.  

Our AoLE teams have worked to unpick the Statements of What  
Matters and evaluate our current provision to produce a statement  

of intent for each AoLE.     


