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	Driver AOLE
	Science and Technology 
	Project:
	Our world and beyond 
	Progress steps:
	1

	Project overview:
	Experience/ Hook:
	Outcomes/ Purpose:


	In this topic, Our World and Beyond, we will be focusing on elemental play through water, earth, wind, and forest school experiences, as well as exploring the people who are important in our lives. The topic will be introduced through sensory stories, songs, art, and play, using the book We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen. This story will support children in exploring different natural elements such as splashing through water, squelching through mud, and moving through natural environments, encouraging curiosity, imagination, and adventurous play. Through hands-on sensory experiences, attention-building activities, and playful communication opportunities, children will develop a sense of themselves, their environment, and their relationships with others.
	Children will be introduced to the theme of elemental play through music, movement, and sensory story experiences, including the Bear Hunt song on YouTube (We’re Going on a Bear Hunt) and sensory story sessions. Adults will model actions, language, and sensory cues connected to natural elements such as water, earth, wind, and forest environments during Attention Autism, Intensive Interaction, craft, and outdoor sensory play. Children will have multiple opportunities to revisit these experiences across different areas of the classroom and outdoors, supporting their exploration of themselves, the natural world, and the relationships around them.

	Through a multi-sensory and play-based approach, children will:
· Develop awareness of themselves and the people who are important to them.
· Express preferences (e.g., favourite toy, song, or activity).
· Respond to familiar actions, words, and routines during songs, rhymes, and story sessions.
· Explore new materials and textures through sensory play, mark making, and craft activities linked to “me and my world.”
· Begin to recognise simple cause and effect in activities (e.g., pressing a switch toy, rolling a ball).
· Develop attention and engagement during Attention Autism stages 1–2.
· Explore self-expression through musical communication, Intensive Interaction, and expressive arts.
· Join in with words, sounds, or actions of familiar songs and rhymes about themselves.

	Expressive Arts
	Health and Wellbeing
	Languages, Literacy and Communication

	· Sensory sessions -Explore a range of textures
· Music Sessions, making choices and identifying cause and effect, copying dance moves
· Discovery Room Sessions
· Parachute games
· Creating a range of artwork using techniques such as painting, stamping and collage 
· Painting with music 
· Sonic session 
· Forest school sessions 
· Outdoor classroom sessions 
	· TACPAC, Sensory Programme to develop relationships with one other person and acceptance of social boundaries
· Use of Objects of Reference/Photographs of Reference to identify what is happening now
· Individual Toileting Programmes, support identified for tolerance/engagement of nappy changing.
· Individual Eating Programmes 
· Individual Drinking Programmes
· Individual Self-care Programmes including dressing, washing hands
· SMART programme
· Proprioception and Interoception Sessions in Therapy Room
· Daily mile
· Respond to being calmed
	· Individual Speech and Language Programmes – See SALT Targets and Record Sheets. Intensive Interaction 
· Daily Stage 1 and 2 Attention Autism Sessions
· Use of Objects of Reference/Photographs/PECS/Visual Timetable Symbols to identify what is happening now, next and throughout the day.
· Use of Core Bards and PECS to make request snack, lunch and favoured activities 
· Intensive Interaction sessions
· Daily Circle Time socially reciprocal games
· Makaton
· Mark making with a variety of resources 
· Show interest in picture books and short familiar story books
· Phonic sessions, letter and name formation, pencil control, labelling work and short writing tasks
· Everyday phrases – Bore da, Prynhawn da, Yma, Diolch,  Barod

	Mathematics and Numeracy:
	Humanities:
	Science and Technology:

	· Use objects in new ways, watch and copy adults. 
· Identifying shapes (circle, square ,triangle, rectangle) in gross motor and mark making
· Follow instructions (based on their individual SALT targets)
· Making patterns and purposeful marks in play 
· Ask for ‘more’ during snack and lunchtimes
· Take part in counting, sorting and matching activities. Match related pairs of picture cards 
· Demonstrate an awareness of quantity, size and position
· Recite numbers and count objects with and without support (numbers will be differentiated for each individual child)



	· Sensory exploration 
· Attention Autism sessions
· Craft sessions
· Mirror sessions
· Intensive Interaction sessions
· Choosing sessions during development of play, craft, sensory sessions etc



	· Collecting natural resources for sensory session
· Sensory play using a variety of messy and edible resources
· ICT to use cause and effect toys appropriately
· Exploring textures and smells of foods 


	Evaluation:

	Tried: (Pedagogy, approaches, systems etc.)
	Learned:
	Pleased About:
	Concerned about: 
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